Trails of The Ojo !
Our trail system has always been evolving. Original Bosque trails were built for utility but as
more and more people came on to the land for various reasons, a network developed and
today all areas of our Bosque can be accessed relatively easily.
In 2009, construction began on The Shadow Mountain Trail. This trail has also evolved over
the years and today is a spectacular journey up the slopes of Black Mesa, locally known as
Shadow Mountain. This is the only trail access up its slopes.
The western boundary of The Ojo abuts wild BLM managed lands. This area is off limits to
cattle grazing and other commercial uses and for the most part inaccessible and consequently
is mostly untouched. The ‘badlands’ in this area are a visual treat and it is easy to find real
isolation in the many miles of quiet dry washes.

Meadow Trail

A land of contrasts
The Ojo lands consist of two sections, the Bosque and Shadow Mountain. There could not be a
bigger contrast between the two. The Bosque, Spanish word for forest, lies in the floodplain of
the Rio Ojo Caliente. This is a lush cottonwood/willow forest, a truly endangered habitat in
the American west. Urban and commercial development in all desert river valleys from the
Rio Grande to the Rio Ojo Caliente have been ongoing for a century or more.
Black Mesa, which rises up from the eastern edge of the Rio Ojo floodplain, climbs 1000
vertical feet to a caprock of basalt. Once you step foot onto the lower slopes of this mesa, the
vegetation changes immediately from the grasses and trees of the riparian valley to the
plants, shrubs, and small trees of the upper Sonoran desert. Underneath the scattered
boulders and rocks eroded from the uppermost layer of volcanic rock, lies the Ojo Caliente
formation, a conglomeration of soft siltstone, cobble and sandstone.
West of The Ojo, the landscape is again different from the other two sections. Here, the Ojo
Caliente formation never had the protection of the volcanic cap exhibited on the other side of
the valley. Consequently erosion is highly evident. Dramatic cliffs, hoodoo formations and
hillsides of exposed water polished cobbles dominate. This place is managed by the Bureau
Land Management (BLM) as an area of critical environmental concern. This landscape is
fragile and once you set foot into it you begin to see why. A few focused trails have evolved
over time into this virtual wilderness and we always encourage visitors to minimize their
impacts while hiking here.

Hikers enjoy a vista in the ‘badlands’

Shadow Mountain
Shadow Mountain is the name given to the mesa that dominates the eastern skyline of The
Ojo and forms the eastern boundary of the Ojo Caliente valley. Dave began to build a trail up
this feature beginning in 2009 after the house was completed. The Ojo owns about 65 acres of
this mesa, mostly the slope but also a strip atop as well.
The trail climbs from the highway right of way rather steeply, mellows out for a bit before
beginning another steep climb towards the top. Immediately upon beginning the initial climb,
Pedernal, one of the most famous landmarks in northern New Mexico, becomes visible. By the
time the hiker tops out, the entire Ojo valley is laid out below. From the mesa’s flat summit
one can see nearly to the Colorado border. The Sangre de Cristo range dominates the eastern
view, and westward you can see well past Abiquiu and into the Colorado Plateau formation
that emerges into northern New Mexico.

Hikers on Shadow Mtn. Trail

The Bosque
The Bosque dominates visits to The Ojo. Here lie all of its structures and here is where the
majority of time is spent by its visitors and occupants alike. This valley is the lifeblood of this
part of northern New Mexico. This is a flyway for many migratory birds, and an oasis for elk,
beaver, deer, bear, wild cats, coyotes and any number of other species of mammals and
reptiles. Urbanization of the valley continues, and yes, we are an example of that too.
Our reason for being here has become clearer as we assume the role of caretakers. We bring
people here to exemplify how we might better partner with the land.
The trails of the Bosque allow us closer inspection (and introspection) of our impacts to this
place, both positive and negative.

Here a trail enters the ‘feral forest’

Stairs lead up and out of the Bosque

Fall asters along Meadow Trail

A meditation platform
We sincerely hope that all visitors take advantage of the trails, benches, platforms,
riverbanks, grass and other features of The Ojo to get a better perspective of what this place is
about.

On behalf of All Our Relations (human, plant, animal, all beings) we deeply
appreciate your intention and attention to the care of The Ojo and the spaces that
you occupy when you are here.

